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About SWISSCAN

SWISSCAN Co-Development (SWISSCAN) has been established by 
its principals to offer sustainable housing solutions to your community, 
which are more cost effective and faster to build than traditional homes.

SWISSCAN is a collaboration between Swiss design and Canadian 
manufacturing to build durable, safe, high-quality homes for communities 
in need of affordable housing solutions. The company aims to significantly 
reduce the unfulfilled demand for housing while effectively contributing 
to building local communities.

Our company has partnered with Bern University of Applied Sciences, 
Switzerland which has contributed significant intellectual capital to our 
company’s product. It has been instrumental in our research and in 
validating our architectural and engineering designs, thereby assuring 
only the highest standards for building structure, quality and safety. In 
addition, we have formed partnerships with some of the world’s leading 
suppliers who share our vision to help increase our production turnover 
and reduce our material costs. With these partnerships, we can deliver 
on our value proposition.

Our homes are designed specifically for the geography and climate of 
the end placement. For a minimum capital cost, a safe, durable, high-
quality home is produced. SWISSCAN uses the best materials and 
superior building practices and tailors these according to the needs of 
communities. We use tested materials and incorporate proven methods 
and industry best practices in our production process which creates 
efficiencies in production and improves the durability and performance 
of the homes we produce. 

SWISSCAN believes in building strong and sustainable communities. We 
create employment opportunities in our projects for locals in communities 
to gain experience in building development. We offer qualified individuals 
one-on-one training on the installation and maintenance of our homes. 
In addition, we offer trades education to those interested in learning 
a new trade via our partnerships and affiliations with international and 
domestic universities.

THINKING LOCAL
As a community builder, SWISSCAN always obtains input from 
community residents. We believe this provides invaluable information 
which is factored in our design and implementation of our homes 
and construction methodology. The knowledge that local trades and 
informed residents possess heavily influences our designs and upon 
installation, the placement of our homes. As such, we try to employ as 
many locals in our projects as possible.

INSTALLATION
Remote locations often have minimal or no access to heavy equipment. 
As such, SWISSCAN homes are designed to be easily situated even in 
remote locations. Some of our models are able to be pulled into heavily 
wooded or otherwise inaccessible locations without disrupting the local 
ecology or with little to no terraforming required.

COST / LIFE COST
SWISSCAN homes are designed with both the minimal life and capital 
cost in mind. The cost of our homes to the end user is considered from 
the inception of design through to end life. Materials are selected based 
on their longevity and static appeal to life in harsh climates and general 
aesthetic appeal.  Our homes are built to be durable and comfortable; 
with the assistance of innovated materials, they are built to last 50-65 
years in harsh conditions. All SWISSCAN materials are CSA and ENERGY 
STAR certified, surpassing CANADIAN standard building codes. 



BUILDING DESIGN

SWISSCAN homes are simple, stylistically appropriate to small 
communities, practical, quick to build/ assemble and designed 
with expansion in mind. We adhere to the policy of inclusivity for all 
northerners, as supported by the National Building Code of Canada 
2010 Div. B. Section 3.8, Universal Accessibility - Barrier-Free Design.

SWISSCAN homes are also highly portable; this is ideal for installation in 
remote communities. Design considerations include the wide variation 
of local weather conditions across the north, barrier-free access ramps, 
weather protection, reduction of snow and ice build-up by canopy 
extensions and orientation to avoid snow-drifting. Materials used, factor 
the need for easy removal of snow and ice, meet traction requirements 
for wheel chairs, walkers, canes and crutch tips.

Our design reflects the function of the building; it looks like and 
functions as a traditional home, maximizes the usable space and offers 
comfort to inhabitants where they feel like “there’s no place like home”. 
Colours and materials used deliver that homely feel to locals. This will 
be apparent to all community members where traditions are preserved 
and public access under all weather conditions are assured, including 
vehicle parking and use as well as clear access for routine safety and 
maintenance. The layout of our homes varies from model to model, 
but overall is uncomplicated and provides adequate, well-planned and 
efficient service to circulation areas.

Our homes also incorporate methods that will permit quality construction 
under adverse environmental conditions in short construction seasons. In 
addition, although our homes deploy highly advanced thermodynamics 
and energy efficiency, they are not complicated to understand and 
require little to no regular maintenance.

Finally, as a result of effectiveness in design, repairs, if required, are 
uncomplicated and adequate materials for repair are readily available 
in remote communities. An easy to follow, visually oriented repair guide 
is provided with every home, including suggestions to quick fixes and 
visual step by step instructions for more complicated undertakings.

AESTHETICS

SWISSCAN homes are designed to reflect the aesthetic appeal desired 
by the communities they are placed in. Our modular design is easily 
adapted to emulate familiarities in various communities to ensure 
traditions are preserved, while maintaining durability, efficiency and 
overall quality.

SAFETY/RELIABILITY

SWISSCAN believes that safety and reliability are essential when 
determining our building systems. As such, our heating, ventilation, 
and safety systems are designed to be durable in harsh conditions with 
minimal energy drain and to adhere to the National Fire Code of Canada. 

BUILDING COMPONENTS

SWISSCAN interior and exterior finishes are rugged enough to withstand 
the conditions to which they are exposed without the need for frequent 
or specialized repairs. 

BUILDING MATERIALS

All SWISSCAN homes are constructed out of repurpose shipping 



containers. These containers are built to withstand harsh open sea 
conditions making them perfect to use in northern Canada. Our homes 
are modular in nature and the contents are easily acquired/installed. The 
materials we use are common in nature and are not unfamiliar to trained 
trades or handy person alike. In addition, our nationally standardized 
system elements ensure the availability and accessibility to materials 
needed to ensure that our homes are cost effective, energy efficient, 
readily operable, maintainable by local people and where public access 
across all local weather conditions are assured.

ENERGY

SWISSCAN is sensitive to the need for highly energy efficient-buildings 
in remote communities. In this regard, as a means to reduce the cost of 
living to our end users, we are devoted to incorporating the latest methods 
of energy efficient construction available into our homes. SWISSCAN 
systems, while technologically advanced, are easily maintained with 
minimal training and work efficiently in northern climates.
SWISSCAN computer modeling demonstrates that the design of our 
homes greatly decreases the operating costs/energy consumption 
experienced in conventional existing housing structures. To further 
increase energy efficiencies and ensure resident safety all SWISSCAN 
homes are locally and remotely monitorable. While SWISSCAN aims 
to introduce the latest technology in energy efficiency, we do so only 
in situations where sustainability is possible without the need for 
uncommon materials or skilled labor.

HEATING

Heating of SWISSCAN homes is primarily electrical (when available) 
and secondarily oil/ propane. Our partnerships with industry leaders in 
battery technology and wind/solar alternatives to energy have led to 

our development of a hybrid heating/power system. This system can 
operate in conjunction with, or autonomously from, conventional power 
sources. This system decreases or eliminates interruption in power 
service and requires minimal maintenance over the life of the home. 
In the event of an energy disruption, SWISSCAN’s energy system 
provides safe uninterrupted heating and basic power provision 
(sustainable for 7-16 consecutive days). SWISSCAN homes which are 
located within close proximity to each other, can be built to accommodate 
district or common heating systems (between two or more buildings) 
further decreasing the likelihood of disruption in utility services. While 
SWISSCAN aims to introduce the latest advancements in heating, we do 
so only in situations where sustainability is possible without the need for 
uncommon materials or skilled labor.
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SWISSCAN Co-Development
155 Chiefswood Rd, 
Hagersville, ON N0A 1H0
(416) 357-2701
swisscanco@swissmail.com

swisscanco.com
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